Spain has the second largest goat population in the EU and the presence of tuberculosis (TB) in goats has been considered as a factor that may compromise the eradication of bovine TB in the country; however, there is no published evidence of the spread of TB bacteria from goats to cattle.
Approach and results
In April 2006, a dairy cattle herd located in Catalonia was depopulated due to widespread M caprae infection with spoligotype profile SB0416. The herd was repopulated but, in 2009, the same spoligotype was identified, and several possible causes of infection (including the recirculation of the previous infection, purchase of infected animals and contact with other infected animals) were ruled out. No bovine herds were located in the proximity of the affected 
Interpretation
The results suggest that the goat herd was the most likely source of infection of the cattle herd. The mechanism by which transmission could have occurred remains unclear. Infection of the cattle herd may have been caused by straying goats or drainage of infected material as a result of the cleaning of the goat farm. Dogs and cats were also known at the goat farm, although whether these species can transmit TB remains controversial.
Significance of findings
The presence of TB in goat herds may result in the infection of neighbouring bovine herds. The role of goats in the epidemiology of bovine TB requires further attention.
